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believing them to be absolutely certain. The Atheist contends ihat
this is so true that even if God does not exist and- is not even
possible, as he believes, he is no less certain of these matters than if
God did really exist. He denies that any reason for doubting can
be advanced, to disturb him in the slightest or make him hesitate.
For, what will you advance ? That God, if He exists, can deceive
Mm ? The Atheist will reply that lie could not be deceived in these
matters even though God -were to put forth all the force of His
omnipotence in the attempt.

Hence arises the fifth difficulty whose root is found in that
deception which you -wholly deny of God Himself \ For, since many
Theologians believe that the damned, both angels and men, are
continuously deceived by God's having implanted in them the idea
of afire that is torturing them, so that they firmly believe and think
that they clearly see and perceive that they are really being tortured
by the fire, though no such fire exists, is it not possible that God
deceives us with similar ideas and continually makes sport of its by
despatching similar phantasms or ideas into our minds ? Hence we
should imagine that we clearly saw, and perceived by each of our
senses things that nevertheless are not outside us, so that sky and
earth are not real and we do not really possess arms and feet and
eyes etc. This can happen without any lorongfulness or injustice,
since the Lord is supreme over everything and has the absolute power
of disposing what belongs to him ; especially since such action avails
to repress the pride of men, and punish their sins, whether the punish-
ment inflicted be on account of original sin or of other causes obscure
to us. These contentions seem to be confirmed by those passages of
Scripture -which show that we can know nothing', e.g. the words of
Paul in 1st Cwinthians, chapter 8, verse 2 : If any man thinketh,
he says, that he knoweth anything, he knows not yet as he ought
to know; and the passage in Ecclesiastes, c. 8, v. 17 : I beheld that
of all the works of God man can find out no reason of those that
are done under the sun; and so much the more as a man labours
to seek it out, the less shall he discover; nay even though a wise
man says that he knows, he shall not be able to find it out. And
that the wise man in saying this, has employed deliberate reason, and
not spoken in haste, &r thoughtlessly and violently, the whole of his
book makes clear, especially ivhen the question of the mind comes up,
which, you contend', is immortal. For in verse 19, c. 3, he says that
the death of man is as the death of beasts. And lest you should
1 Cf. Med. IH. Vol. i. p. 171, par. 1, and Med. iv. p. 172, par. 2.